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1 . This intematiQaal preliminary exanunation r^ort has been preyed by tbis fateraational PreUmmary Examining 
AaULodty and is transmitted to the s^Hcant according to Aitide 36. 



2. Tlus REPORT consists of a total of 

□ 



sheets* induding this covot sheet 



This report is also acconq)anied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the descdplion, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets contaioing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70A6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCI). 

These annexes consist of a total of 



3. This report contains indications relating to ttie following items: 

I Basis of Oie report 

n 1^ Priority 

in [ [ Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV I I Lackof unity of invention 

V 1^ Reasoned stateixient under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or in^ 
*^ dtations and explanations siq^Kxrting such statersent 

VI I j Certain documents cited 

Vn I j Certain defects in the intemational application 

Vm Certain observations on the iiiternatilonalappIicaticHi 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION Rm»ORT 



Jhtemational applicaticsi Na 
PCT/SE 2003/0032- 



L Basis of the repvrt 



1 . With regard to the elements of the interDational application:* 
IXI international ^plication as originally iiled 

the description: 



» as originally filed 



□ 



, filed with the demand 



. filed wifii the letter of 



the claims: 



» as originally filed 

, as amended (together wth any statement) under article 19 

, filed vnSx the demand 



□ 

the drawings: 



, filed with the letter of 



, as origmaUy filed 



□ 



, filed with the demand 



, filed wifli the letter of 



the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed wiQi the letto* of 



, filed mlh the H<»ipgnf^ 



Willi regard to tte language, aU the elements maiked above were available or flimished to fUs Anttoiity in fbe lansoaeB in wUch 
toe mtemational appkcatioa was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. «««naiHy m me usngpagp m winch 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authoritjrin the foUowing language ^ch is- 

language of a translation fumi^ed for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 
□ thelangua^ of publication of the international applicaticn (undo' Rule 48J(b)). 
Q ae^to^guagi of the translation furnished to 

3 . AVith regaid to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the intematiaDal appUcatiQa. the int^^ri^.i 
prehminaiyexanimatiQn was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: ««« wacaaaa. me mremanonai 

I 1 contained in the intematinnal plication in written form. 
I I tpgeaer with the international plication in computer readable torn. 
I I *™ushed subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
I I *to"ishedsubsequmtlytotWsAutiic3rityinconcputOTreadaWefotm 

d '^tT^'^f^ subsidy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond die disclosure in the 
"crtemational application as filed has been furnished. v«»uicmuic 

The ami^dments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
f I the description, pages 

□ 
□ 



dieclainis,Nos. 
Oie drawings, sheet/fiig 



5- □ SSi^C ^.^^ established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
•—J beyond the disclosure as filed, as mdicated in the Supplemental Box Otole 70.2(c)).** «aiM«creoiogo 

Z^dmijT ""'^^y^ '^'^'''""^'^'''i' report since they do not contain ' 
Any replacement sheet containing such am endments must be referred to under Hem I and annexed to this report. 
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Litecnadonal application No. 
PCT/SE 2003/00324 



V. Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive 
citations and explanations supporttng such statemmt 



step or industrial applicability; 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (JS) 



Clauns 



1-9 



Qaims X—9 
Qaiws 



lQdustijal^]icabi]it7(IA.) Oaims ±-g 

Claims 



"YES 
NO 

YBS 
NO 

TfES 
NO 



2. Oitsfions and explanatians OEtule 70.7) 

Documents cited in the International Search Report: 
Dl: WO 9514945 Al 
D2: EP 0774678 Al 
D3: EP 0819958 Al 

The cited doctjments represent the general state of the art. 
The invention defined in claims 1-9 is not disclosed by any of 
these documents. 

The cited prior art does not give any indication that would 
lead a person skilled in the art to the claimed method or 
device for aligning the polarization axes of fiber ends of two 
optical polarization maintaining fibers with each other 
Therefore, the claimed invention is not obvious to a person 
skilled in the art. 

Accordingly, the invention defined in claims 1-9 is novel and 
xs considered to involve an inventive step. The invention is 
industrially applicable. 



F(»mFCEn[PEA/409 (Box V) (January 1998) 



